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“God Blesses Obedience” (part 2) 

Deuteronomy 11:18-32 

February 24, 2013 

 

Opening Prayer    

Today is part 2 of a two part message for Deuteronomy 11 titled “God blesses Obedience.” 

As we said last week, the main thread throughout Deuteronomy 11 is summed up is Verse 1: “Love the LORD your 

God and keep his requirements, his decrees, his laws and his commands always.”   
 

Our main focal point throughout Deuteronomy 11 is:  

 

“Obedience is a heart issue – God always blesses obedience” 

 

Why is obedience from the heart so important to God?  

 

Last week, we said we were going to look at seven motivations that drive us to obey God resulting in His blessing to 

us.  Last week we looked at the first four –  

Before we go on to 5–7, let’s do a quick review of 1-4 from last week.   

 

1) Our first motivation for obedience was “God’s Powerful Acts of Discipline” (Verses 1-7) 

 

When we remember God’s mighty acts of discipline, it is an extremely important part of obedience.  

 
God’s acts of discipline bring us warning against disobedience. God is a just God and He disciplines those who walk 

in disobedience to Him and His Word. Understanding this will help compel us along the road to obedience.   

God desires what’s best for us. So it is out of love, He has rules and commands to guide and protect us. 

 

2) Our second motivation for obedience was The Hope of Conquering and Occupying the Promised Land. 

(Verses 8-12) 

 

Not only are the Israelites going to process the land, God’s faithfulness to His promise is clearly seen. Their 

obedience will now result in the blessing that God intended for their forefathers. We asked these questions: What is 

your promised land?  In what areas of your life are you wandering about in the desert, going in circles, instead of 

following God’s guidance in obedience and receiving the blessing He has intended for you? 

 

3) Our third motivation is God’s promise to provide for all our daily needs.  (Verses 13-15)  

 

We can always count on God to meet our needs – our basic needs. We must not confuse wants and desires with needs.  

Our security does come from the things of this world, our security is found only in our obedient relationship with our 

Heavenly Father. One of the greatest blessings of obeying, loving, and serving God is the knowing that He is always 

going to care for our needs no matter what’s happening in the world around us.  

 

4) Our fourth motivation for obedience is A warning of God’s holy wrath and removal of His provision. (Verses 

16-17) 

 

In verse 17; Moses warns that the result of turning away from God and not trusting in His provision will result in God 

stopping the rain. We looked at who is in control. The enemy will attempt to convince us that we are in control and 

many times we’re foolish enough to buy into that lie until the rains don’t come, our health fails, the storms of life hit.  

Then we realize our total dependence on God for everything. Everything is a gift from God. So the motivation we see 

for obedience is the warning of God’s wrath if we walk in disobedience. The last place I want any of us to be is 

outside of God’s favor. 
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This brings us to our passage today in Deuteronomy 11:18-32. Immediately after Moses warns the Israelites of the 

consequences of turning away from God and trusting in His provision for their lives, Moses takes a surprising turn. 

He repeats a message had told them earlier.  

 

Look at how much Deuteronomy 6:6-9 strongly resembles Verses 18-21 in our passage today; 

“These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about 

them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them 

as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on 

your gates.” 
 

This brings us to our fifth motivation for obedience:  God’s Abundant and Ongoing Blessings for Future 

Generations (Verses 18-21)  

 

Why would Moses repeat an earlier message? Anytime God’s Word repeats itself, we need to pay attention –  

All of God’s Word is of extremely important – but if it’s worth repeating – we need to find out why. Moses tells the 

Israelites to imprint it permanently on the minds and hearts of their children. Then he goes on to give them tools to 

help them remember it. Verse 19-20: “Teach them to your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and 

when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Write them on the doorframes of your 

houses and on your gates,” 
 

Moses knew the importance of training the children and passing the truth of God’s Word on to the future generations.  

As followers of Christ, we too, are to saturate ourselves in God’s Word and teach it to our children. We need to 

ensure that we are passing the truth of His Word on to our children and grandchildren. I not sure the church as a 

whole is doing with this well.  

 

I have this story about Suzie and how she grew up in the church and church was always a big part of her life. She had 

come to know Christ at a young age and even met her husband, Tim in the church.  

Both of them were involved in youth group together and church activities seemed to be a normal part of life. There 

worldview – how they saw life and how they made most of their important decisions – had been largely formed 

around the teachings of the church. Tim and Suzie had a child Johnnie. Johnny was their oldest son. Tim and Suzie 

took Johnnie to church regularly. But Johnny wasn’t all that much interested in church and he didn’t attend youth 

group very often because he was busy with many extra-curricular activities at school (sports, band, and many of 

things that occupy young people’s lives these days). Johnny grew up and started dating Melanie whose parents were 

affiliated with a church, but very seldom attended, mainly just Christmas & Easter. Johnny and Melanie married and 

moved to Minneapolis where both had great jobs. Because life was so busy during the week, the weekends were 

designated family time and attending church only happened when they came back to visit their parents or on special 

occasions, such as weddings and funerals. Johnny and Melanie had their first child, a son named Teddy. It wasn’t 

even on their radar screen to have Teddy dedicated as a baby and church was never part of Teddy’s growing up years 

at all. He was a busy young man with lots of activities both in school and out of school (youth sports, AAU, weekend 

tournaments, piano contests – Teddy was a busy young boy). Johnny and Melanie thought when Teddy got older he 

could make his own decisions about church. So Teddy grew up knowing very little about the church and virtually 

nothing about the Bible. That my friends is a realistic picture of what is happening here in SE Minnesota and to the 

church in America today. 

 

The sad truth is – we are seeing lots of Teddys in the world today. The Great Commission calls for us to go and make 

disciples of all nations. (Matt. 28:18-20). This starts at home.  We must win at home. No one has more influence on 

our children than us as parents. I realize each child needs to come to saving faith in Christ individually; we can’t do 

that for them. But parents and grandparents, we need to be praying for our children, pouring into them, the truth of 

grace of God’s Word. Our kids must see the gospel being lived out at home if we’re ever going to effectively carry 

the message of Hope out to the world.  
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Verse 21: 
 
so that your days and the days of your children may be many in the land the LORD swore to give your 

ancestors, as many as the days that the heavens are above the earth. 
God’s desire for the Israelites was to see the Israelite population explode in their relationship and love for Him as the 

lifespan of each generation increased on the land He had promised the ancestors.  

God’s promise to Israel is firm, just like His creation of the heavens and the earth. 

We see God’s faithfulness so evident here.  

Verse 18: “Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds;” 
As I mentioned earlier; we need to saturate ourselves in the Word – 

God’s Word is the oxygen that gives life to the believer.  

We can’t survive without physical food, what makes us think we can survive without being fed the very Bread of Life 

and Living Water that comes from Christ Jesus and God’s Word.   

Hebrews 4:12: “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even 

to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” 
Is spending time in God’s Word and prayer a priority in your life? Do your children see that as a priority in your life 

or are you sending them mixed messages? Our kids are sharp – They understand what’s really going on. Our actions 

speak much louder than our words – More is caught than taught. 2 Timothy 3:16-17: “All Scripture is God-breathed 

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
17 

so that the man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” God speaks to us through the Scriptures and as we respond to what we 

see & hear. We walk in obedience.  

 

5) Our sixth motivation for obedience is God has provided victory and assurance. (verses 22-25) 

 

Moses again tells the Israelites God is their strength. When they walk in obedience, God is going to drive out the 

nations and give victory to them and they will inherit the Promised Land. It doesn’t matter that the nations are there 

and firmly established – It doesn’t matter that they’re bigger and stronger than they are – God is in control – This is 

going to be all God & His mighty power & strength will clearly be shown. Verses 24-25: “Every place where you set 

your foot will be yours: Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the Euphrates River to the 

western sea.
 
No man will be able to stand against you. The LORD your God, as he promised you, will put the terror 

and fear of you on the whole land, wherever you go.” 

 
Moses instructs the Israelites – Don’t doubt – Don’t try and go it in your strength – Rely on the power of God and His 

strength – He has already gone before you. The same is true for us today. When you & I are obedient and walking in 

God’s ways and we come up against something that seems insurmountable, we are not walking alone.  Don’t try to go 

it alone and rely on your own strength.  

 

As followers of Jesus Christ, draw on the power that indwells every Christian. The power of the Holy Spirit. The 

same power that raised Christ from the grave indwells every Christian. Why would we ever think of going in our 

strength – or should I say stumble in our own strength?  

 

Verse 22: “If you carefully observe all these commands I am giving you to follow—to love the LORD your God, to 

walk in obedience to him and to hold fast to him” Obedience is a step by step process – Obedience starts with being 

diligent – “carefully observe all these commands” Second step – “to love the LORD your God” Our obedience must 

come out of our love for God and not out of a brunch of rules. That’s legalism. Third step – “to walk in obedience to 

Him” Ten times throughout the book of Deuteronomy we are told to “walk in His ways” or “walk in obedience to 

Him” Seeking His will for our lives! Fourth step – “to hold fast to him”  This is a heart attitude of devotion towards 

God.  No matter what comes our way – We know God’s promise that He will never leave us nor forsake us.  

Knowing this – no matter what comes your way – Hold “fast to Him”   

 

God’s Word tells in Romans 8:28: “we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 

have been called according to his purpose”   
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God has already provided “Victory and Assurance”  Our battles are fought not for victory – Our battles are fought 

from victory. Jesus Christ has provided victory – Victory over Satan – Victory over sin – Victory over death! 

Jesus obediently came to this earth with one purpose & one purpose only. To redeem sinful man and present him 

righteous in the eyes of God. The blood of Jesus Christ shed on that cross – Taking on the sin of the world –  

His death and resurrection – Has paved the road to Victory and Assurance for all who place their faith in His finished 

work on the cross.  Don’t leave here today without knowing for sure you have that Victory and Assurance in Jesus 

Christ.  

 

The knowledge of God’s power is sufficient to protect us and is a great motivation for obedience.  

We may be tempted, but God always provides a way out and gives strength to stand up under it.  

Moses concludes this thought with a reminder in verse 25;  

“No one will be able to stand against you. The LORD your God, as he promised you, will put the terror and fear of 

you on the whole land, wherever you go.” 
They’re established – They’re bigger – They’re stronger –  

Yet, when you come into the land, Israelites, they will be filled with terror and fear   

Wow! That is Victory and Assurance that only comes through the power of God.    

As a follower of Jesus Christ, we walk with that same Victory and Assurance.  

 

6) Our seventh and final motivation for obedience is: 

A choice between a blessing and a curse.  (Verses 26-32) 

Verses 26-28; “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse— the blessing if you obey the commands 

of the LORD your God that I am giving you today; the curse if you disobey the commands of the LORD your God 

and turn from the way that I command you today by following other gods, which you have not known.” 
Whether the Israelites receive the blessing or the curse depends on their response to the essential teachings of 

Deuteronomy.   

We see the positive outcome resulting in “the blessing if you obey the commands of the LORD your God that I am 

giving you today;”   
But we also see the negative result here: “the curse if you disobey the commands of the LORD your God and turn 

from the way that I command you today by following other gods, which you have not known.” 
The Israelites have a choice – a blessing from God or a curse. 

Obedience means blessings – Disobedience brings God’s wrath– His discipline – a curse.  

Verses 29-30, “When the LORD your God has brought you into the land you are entering to possess, you are to 

proclaim on Mount Gerizim the blessings, and on Mount Ebal the curses. As you know, these mountains are 

across the Jordan, westward, toward the setting sun, near the great trees of Moreh, in the territory of those 

Canaanites living in the Arabah in the vicinity of Gilgal.” 

Here Moses tells the Israelites that when they arrive in the Promised Land, there are two mountains; Mount Gerizim 

and Mount Ebal. Moses gives geographic details of their locations. These two mountains are to be symbols of the 

blessing and the curse. When the Israelites would look out and see these two mountains, it was a constant reminder to 

them of God’s blessing (Mount Gerizim) for obedience and a curse (Mount Ebal) for disobedience.  

Every day when the Israelites see these mountains would serve as a reminder for them.  

Obedience to God is serious business. It’s a choice between life and death, security and disaster, blessing and curse.  

We must never forget all God’s blessings He continuously bestows upon us.  

Knowing God blesses obedience – Why do people disobey God and His Word?  

We all disobey – Some disobey for pleasure – Others out of rebellion –  

Still others think they know what best for themselves.  

Whatever the reason for disobedience, pleasure will soon turn to pain and any provision will soon turn to a curse.  

Obedience to God is absolutely essential. 

The greatest consequence of disobedience is our fellowship with God is cut off.  

 

As we close this morning, let me share these thoughts from Daniel Block in his NIV Application Commentary of 

Deuteronomy which I believe is stated extremely well.  Each day is a day of decision. Finally, as was the case for the 
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Israelites, for those who claim to be God’s people, every day is a day of decision. Our commitment to Yahweh must 

not be renewed at significant junctures in our lives, but daily. The blessings associated with the covenant are not to be 

taken for granted or viewed as automatic rights. The covenant established by Christ involves a special relationship, 

which demands constant investment of energy and devotion. The option open to the Israeli tes – blessing and curse – 

are open to us, but how we experience them depends on our covenant commitment to Christ, demonstrated by active 

obedience. Our Savior illustrated the two ways graphically with His metaphor of the vine in John 15. Branches that 

do not abide in Christ experience the curse. Because they do not bear fruit, they are cut off, discarded, and thrown 

into the fire. Contrariwise, those who abide in Him experience blessing. Because they abide in Him, they bear 

abundant fruit; that is, they demonstrate their covenant commitment with righteous acts of obedience and are 

rewarded by having the Father do for them whatever they wish. Just as Israel’s obedience and blessing brought great 

glory to Yahweh, so our obedience and blessing bring great glory to God. 

 

 These past two weeks, we explored seven very compelling reasons to walk in obedience to our Father in Heaven.  

But motivator behind each of these motivations has to be our love for God and His love for us.  

 

“Obedience is a heart issue – God always blesses obedience” 

 

Amen! Amen!   Let’s Pray   


